THE BACKGROUND IN RUSSIA
then, in a significant sense, already a "classless"
society. Indeed, the intense hatted of the Kulak from
the earliest years of this century onwards was precisely
on account of the artificial introduction of an ex-
ploiting middle element into the Russian social scene.
The savage treatment of the Kukks in the recent
collectivisation stage is understandable only in the
light of a knowledge of this aspect of Russian history.*
Let us compare this picture with that of Italy before
the Fascist rising of 1922. Dr. Herman Finer, in his
book, Mussolini*s Italy^ is discussing the middle-class
and provincial origins of Fascism. Italy, he says, is a
land of small towns and villages,
"These are set in a countryside divided by rivers,
divided by the Apennines down the centre, fitted into
the valleys in the spurs of the mountains, or high up
and out of the way on the hills, separated, in the South,
by large tracts of barren, almost desert land, while
Sardinia and Sicily are entirely cut off from the main-
land. Napoleon cursed these obstacles to conquering
Italy. It is very unlike England, which in area is but
one-third of Italy, and is almost one great town
stretching over the entire country with a few rather
large parks to break the urban settlement* Hence,
* See J. Stalin, lutmmsm> Vol. f. Stalin explains, in the Marxian sense,
how, in Russia, the peasantry we*e the "reserves** of the city proletariat.
The reasons for this can be described either in the language of Marxism or
of Toynbee, as aboTC.
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